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Seaweed farm permitting in Washington State currently follows the Joint Aquatic Resource Permit 
Application (JARPA) path—the same process used for shellfish permitting. The Washington Interagency Shellfish 
Permitting Team (SIP) developed this flowchart and attendant narrative in 2014 to help growers navigate the 
process. NOTE: on June 11, 2020, a federal judge ‘vacated’ (i.e. revoked) all Nationwide 48 permits (one of the 
two types of permits available to Washington state growers) issued to Washington growers since 2017. Under this 
decision (reported by KNKX radio) all shellfish and seaweed farms must obtain ‘Individual’ Permits by the end of 
the year to continue operating.

The WA Dept. of Natural Resources is suggested here as an initial point of contact for people interested in farming 
seaweed in Washington state. As in other states, the WDNR is the leasing authority for state-owned lands, and is a 
thus a key gatekeeper for many forms of aquaculture. However, because WDNR does not have jurisdiction over 
the roughly half of Washington tidelands under private, federal or tribal ownership, this agency is not an 
appropriate starting point for all permit-seekers.

Ownership of the Washington state permitting process is murky. In 2016, the SIP recommended that the state 
“designate a lead agency to manage shellfish aquaculture”, but this has not been accomplished. Local 
governments (i.e. county level and below) on the other hand, review all permits. The flowchart narrative states 
“the local government review process can be the most detailed and time consuming part of an 
aquaculture application. A pre-submission conference will explain the review process and help ensure that the 
applicant understands what information must be included in the application.” So ‘Local Planning Office’ might be 
a very good place for an applicant to start. A state-level agency with regulatory authority is the Washington Dept 
of Fish & Wildlife, which issues the ‘Aquatic Farm Registration Permit required of all commercial growers and 
sellers of shellfish and seaweed. The roles of counties and the WDFW (as well as all the other entities on the 
flowchart) are summarized in this table.
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http://www.epermitting.wa.gov/site/jarpa/9983/jarpa.aspx
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Shoreline-coastal-management/Shoreline-coastal-planning/Aquaculture/Shellfish-Interagency-Permitting-Team
https://ecology.wa.gov/DOE/files/a4/a46df082-8140-4f75-979e-543cacaefa30.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/DOE/files/ed/eda385e6-47c6-40b4-bc24-01bc6a4a972c.pdf
https://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/files/order-vacating-nwp-48-in-the-state-of-washington_89778.pdf
https://www.knkx.org/post/washington-shellfish-growers-reeling-after-judge-throws-out-general-permit
https://ecology.wa.gov/DOE/files/44/446c9a20-fe38-4a23-85ba-f25b87da05b8.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/DOE/files/ed/eda385e6-47c6-40b4-bc24-01bc6a4a972c.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/DOE/files/78/78fc7d5a-c802-4191-86a1-5032c804851a.pdf
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